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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 08/1 1/05. 
Claims 1-21 are pending in this communication, and this office action is made final. 
The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1. Claims 1, 3-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MacPhail 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,636,243 Bl) in view of Microsoft PowerPoint Screen Capture (herein after 
PowerPoint, Microsoft Copyright 1987-1999, Figures 1-3). 

As to claim 1, MacPhail teaches an information processing apparatus comprising: 
first display control means for controlling the display one or more icons in a non- 
sequential manner (col. 6 line 64-col. 7 line 4, figs. 2a-b, and 3a-b); however, MacPhail does not 
clearly teach that the icons are thumbnails. It would have been obvious to implement teaching of 
thumbnails in the MacPhaiPs system to perform in similar functionality as any icon of MacPhail 
to improve visibility to ease the user when determining the content of the objects/icons displayed 
on a GUI. In this case, icons of MacPhail can be used to represent the same features as the 
thumbnails such as different colors, shapes, variables, etc., e.g., col. 6 line 64-col. 7 line 4, figs. 
2a-b, and 3a-b. MacPhail inherently provides that icons can be overlapped if there are so many 
icons displayed on the ring because the system of MacPhail is not limited how many icons allow 
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to be on that ring; and if it is not, it would have been obvious to modify the icons or thumbnails 
to be overlapped for saving space or other grouping purposes; 

determination means for determining whether or not a predetermined time has passed 
with respect to a selection of said one or more thumbnails (a predetermined period of time setting 
by an application developer and/or a user to indicate the change of status, e.g., col. 3 lines 62-66, 
col. 9 lines 50-54); and 

second display control means for controlling, if said predetermined time is found to have 
passed with respect to said selection of said one or more thumbnails, additional attribute 
information associated with said one or more thumbnails at a predetermined position 
corresponding to the display position of said one or more thumbnails (timestamps and other 
status indicators are displayed to show blinking icons or an alert status of the corresponding 
variables have changed based on the preset time, e.g., col. 9 line 59-col. 10 line 2, col. 12 lines 
58-65, figs. 4a-c, and 5a-b); however, MacPhail does not teach how to determine a speed for the 
thumbnail. PowerPoint clearly shows that the user can set timings for each image and entire slide 
show (as shown in figs. 1-3 of Microsoft PowerPoint). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have the timing features of PowerPoint in 
the status indicator of MacPhail to help the designer to attract more viewers during the slide 
show by customizing the show for a specific audience. 

As to claim 3, this is a method claim of apparatus claim 1 . Note the rejection of claim 1 

above. 

As to claim 4, this is a system claim of apparatus claim 1. Note the rejection of claim 1 

above. 
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As to claim 5, this is -a computer program product claim of apparatus claim 1. Note the 
rejection of claim 1 above. 

As to claims 6-7, 9-10, 11-12, and 14-15, MacPhail clearly teaches the predetermined 
shapes are a line and a polygon (figs. 3a-c), and MacPhail does not clearly show the 
predetermined shape can be a circle or a spiral; however, MacPhail admits that other shapes may 
also be used in the invention (e.g., col. 6 lines 64-67), and it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify any display to have 
different shapes of layouts for icons or thumbnails to fit the screen. 

As to claim 16, in light of the rejection set forth in claim 1, wherein said one or more 
thumbnails/icons represent audio data, video data, audio/video data, text data (an identifying text 
or graphic could be displayed to represent the selected icon/thumbnail, e.g., col. 8 lines 43-48), 
Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) data or software specific data. 

As to claim 17, MacPhail teaches the selected icon representing a threshold value that is 
measured in MB (figs. 5a-b) and predicting a size of the data; however, MacPhail does not 
clearly show that data is an audio data. It would have been obvious to implement the system of 
MacPhail to be able to view the audio data as an icon/thumbnail based on the similar technique 
as clearly explained in claim 1 above. 

As to claims 18-19, they are method claims of apparatus claims 16-17. Note the 
rejections of claims 16-17 above respectively. 

As to claim 20, it is similar in scope to claim 1 above except the predetermined shape is 
selected from the group consisting of a line, a circle, an ellipse, a spiral and polygon (oval, e.g., 
col. 6 lines 62-67, figs. 2a-b, 3a-c, and 4a-c). 
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As to claims 8 and 13, they can be rejected under similar addressed limitation as claim 20 

above. 

As to claim 21, this is a method claim of apparatus claim 20. Note the rejection of claim 
20 above. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over MacPhail (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,636,243 Bl) in view of PowerPoint, and further in view of Buxton et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,118,427). 

As to claim 2, the modified MacPhail teaches the information processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said second display control means controls the display so that said information 
associated with said one or more thumbnails (Note the rejection of claim 1 above); however, 
MacPhail in view of PowerPoint does not teach that the thumbnails are displayed in a 
semitransparent frame or on a semitransparent background. Buxton clearly teaches a GUI utilizes 
variable-transparency to merge images or layers of objects onto a graphical display for user to 
"see through" objects or partial objects such as menu, images, screens, etc. (Abstract, col 3 lines 
40-46, figs. 2 and 5). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to add the transparent/semi-transparent feature of Buxton in the modified 
status indicator of MacPhail to improve visualization during tailoring and optimizing the 
graphical interface (e.g., col. 3 lines 54-60). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed in an Amendment have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants argued and Examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

a. Microsoft PowerPoint copyright of 2000, and there is nothing to indicate that the 
Microsoft Power Point copyright is prior to the application filing date of May l t 2000. 

The set timing options for rehearsing the slide show presentation or setting the 
speed of the slide show of the Microsoft PowerPoint has been well known since 
1997 or might be before 1997 (see the attached copies (renumbered to page 1-3; 
or cover page, and 28-29) of Microsoft Office 97 Professional, specifically, Slide 
Sorter View of page 3). 

b. MacPhail does not teach that icons are thumbnails. 

In the previous office action, the examiner clearly stated that MacPhail does not 
clearly teach that the icons are thumbnails; however, it would have been obvious 
to implement teaching of thumbnails in the MacPhail' s system to perform in 
similar functionality as any icon of MacPhail to improve visibility to ease the user 
when determining the content of the objects/icons displayed on a GUI. It is well 
known in the art; for example, Miyao et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,466,237 Bl) clearly 
teach that the thumbnails are partially and sequentially overlapped each others in 
a three-dimensional display (Miyao, e.g., col. 2 lines 10-14, lines 34-40, and figs. 
1, 12a-b, 13a & c) as similar to the icons of MacPhail. Moreover, MacPhail 
inherently provides that icons can be overlapped if there are so many icons 



Application/Control Number: 09/844, 1 07 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2179 

displayed on the ring because the system of MacPhail is not limited how many 
icons allow to be on that ring; and if it is not, it would have been obvious to 
modify the icons or thumbnails to be overlapped for saving space or other 
grouping purposes. Once again, Miyao teaches that the thumbnails are partially 
and sequentially overlapped each others in the three-dimensional display as 
explained above. 

c. Microsoft Power Point does not provide the missing element(s) t which is the 
speed of selection to determine the display speed of one or more thumbnails, from 
MacPhail 

In the previous office action, the examiner clearly stated the missing limitation 
from MacPhail was how to determine the speed for the thumbnail. Microsoft 
Power Point clearly shows that the user can set timings for each image and entire 
slide show (as shown in figs. 1-3 of Microsoft Power Point and the attached 
copies 1-3 of Microsoft Office 97 Professional, specifically, Slide Sorter View of 
page 3). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have the timing features of PowerPoint in the status 
indicator of MacPhail to help the designer to attract more viewers during the slide 
show by customizing the show for a specific audience. The speed of selection to 
determine the display speed of one or more thumbnails can be explained using 
Microsoft PowerPoint as if the user wants to set a 10-second slide show with 10 
images, the user has to select by clicking on the next slide/image every second 
(the arrow button -> indicates the next slide will be selected). Then the entire 



Application/Control Number: 09/844, 1 07 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2179 

slide show will show as one frame per second until 10 slides/images displayed 
and within 10 seconds for the entire show; therefore, the display speed of each 
slide is 1 second determined by the user's selection as claimed by the applicant. 
d. There is no a correlation between the speed of selection of the one or more 
thumbnails and the speed of the one or more are displayed as claimed in claim 1. 

Firstly, claim language did not clearly state "a correlation between the speed of 
selection of the one or more thumbnails and the speed of the one or more are 
displayed" as claimed in claim 1 . And secondly, the setup speed of the slide show 
using Microsoft Power Point are set for entire show and each individual of the 
thumbnails, icons, photos, or images is also effected with the setting speed during 
the slide show presentation. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



True T. Chuong 
10/27/05 



